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30 years of EARLI: Personal Stories 

 

Preface 

It has been a number of years now since we have talked about writing a brief history of EARLI. This 
booklet is not exhaustive but it lives to that promise. Through the personal narratives of a small 
subset of the people who, in various roles, have participated actively in the EARLI activities from the 
very beginning, we have sought to bring to life the values, the aspirations and the experiences that 
make EARLI such a vibrant community.  

 

Sustainable development of a scientific community in Learning and Instruction 

The European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction (EARLI) started in 1985 as a small 
gathering of 140 researchers at the University of Leuven, in Belgium. Before that time, research in 
Europe was organized and supported only at the level of individual states. Language, culture and the 
different traditions of the various educational systems were widely thought of as barriers for 
meaningful collaboration or any co-ordination efforts. Since then, EARLI has grown into a dynamic 
scientific community that attracts more than 2000 participants from over 40 countries at its Biennial 
Conferences. Since 1989, Learning and Instruction has grown into one of the most influential 
scientific journals in educational research. Educational Research Review, the second EARLI journal 
was initiated in 2005 and has grown into a noteworthy publication forum for scientific review 
articles and also for position papers on issues that are of interest in educational policy development. 
In 2013, a third EARLI journal, New Approaches in Learning Research, will use an open-access 
electronic platform to publish articles on issues and trends occurring internationally in learning 
research. 

EARLI is a scientific community with a broad mission to promote an active research culture in the 
field of learning and instruction. EARLI has developed through sustained initiative, shared values and 
commitment to promote the ongoing development and use of reliable knowledge on all aspects of 
teaching and learning, ranging from motivation to learning processes and metacognition, to teaching 
in diverse contexts and teacher education. 

 

Scientific Community Values 

EARLI pursues academic rigour as a value that defines the quality of both the procedures and the 
research outcomes that are reported within the community. 

EARLI promotes a vision for research that is focused, purposeful and relies on cumulative progress. 
The assumption that it is possible to attain cumulative progress in the underlying ideas underpinning 
the function of social systems has led to a widespread emphasis within the community on the 
elaboration of theoretical structures and on the design of empirical research with the 
methodological rigour necessary for validating or refuting theoretical claims. 
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EARLI has consistently relied on openness as an important value that serves the need to seek 
strength in diversity, to accommodate many languages and cultures and to promote critical 
evidence-based and clearly argued dialogue across the specific constraints of individual educational 
systems. EARLI encourages individual initiative for the benefit of the community and hosts a broad 
range of theoretical and research paradigms both within and outside the community. 

 

Scientific Initiative 

Through its management structures and various activities, EARLI seeks to develop sustained initiative 
in providing for the necessary scientific continuity while also safeguarding a culture of innovation 
through sustainable change. Explicit emphasis is placed on promoting intensive contact between 
experienced and junior researchers.  

EARLI provides a professional home, sustained throughout the life of researchers across many 
countries with a commonly shared set of values and broad research goals related to studying 
teaching and learning in theory and practice. EARLI fosters productive scientific collaboration that is 
focused on developing ideas across a broad range of contexts. 

The numerous activities currently promoted by the association have evolved gradually over the 
years and have come to support the continuous development of a dynamic community of 
researchers in Learning and Instruction. 

 

Closing words 

We hope you will enjoy this volume. Through it, you can re-meet some of the people who have 
helped to make EARLI what it has become for European research and education after 30 years. We 
thank Christina Mappouridou and Dr. Xenia Danos for organizing the interviews and for helping with 
the editing of the booklet. We offer our apologies in advance to those colleagues who have 
contributed at least equally and yet, for one reason or another, could not be represented here.  We 
also reach out to our young researchers and look forward to the day when they will be represented 
in a booklet just like this, for the 50th anniversary of EARLI. 

 

Costas Constantinou 

On behalf of the EARLI Executive Committee 

July 2015 





http://www.earli.org/about_earli/history
http://www.earli.org/about_earli/history
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9th EARLI Conference FRIBOURG, SWITZERLAND, August 28-September 1st, 2001 
10th EARLI Conference PADOVA, ITALY, August 26-30, 2003 
11th EARLI Conference NICOSIA, CYPRUS, August 23-27, 2005 
12th EARLI Conference BUDAPEST, HUNGARY, August 28-September 1st, 2007 
13th EARLI Conference AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS, August 25-29, 2009 
14th EARLI Conference EXETER, UK, August 29-September 3rd, 2011 
15th EARLI Conference MUNICH, GERMANY, August 27-31, 2013 
16th EARLI Conference LIMASSOL, CYPRUS, August 25-29, 2015 
http://www.earli.org/conferences/EARLI_Biennial_Conferences/previous_Biennial_conferences  

 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS (SIGs) 
One of the main aims of EARLI is to encourage communication between researchers through the 
following SIGs that support activities such as seminars, conferences, newsletters and publications. 
Members are able to join as many SIGs as they like (EARLI  conference flyer 1997-99). 

1. Assessment and Evaluation 
2. Comprehension of Text and Graphics 
3. Conceptual Change 
4. Higher Education 
5. Learning and Development in Early Childhood 
6. Instructional Design 
7. Learning and Instruction with Computers 
8. Motivation and Emotion 
9. Phenomenography and Variation Theory 
10. Social Interaction in Learning and Instruction 
11. Teaching and Teacher Education 
12. Writing 
13. Moral and Democratic Education 
14. Learning and Professional Development 
15. Special Educational Needs 
16. Metacognition 
17. Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches to Learning and Instruction  
18. Educational Effectiveness 
19. Religious and Spiritual Education 
20. Computer Supported Inquiry Learning 
21. Learning and Teaching in Culturally Diverse Settings 
22. Neuroscience and Education 
23. Educational Evaluation, Accountability and School Improvement 
24. Researcher Education and Careers 
25. Educational Theory 
26. Argumentation, Dialogue and Reasoning 
27. Online Measures of Learning Processes 

http://www.earli.org/resources/sigs/EARLI_SIG_overview.pdf  

http://www.earli.org/conferences/EARLI_Biennial_Conferences/previous_Biennial_conferences
http://www.earli.org/resources/sigs/EARLI_SIG_overview.pdf
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THE MISSION OF EARLI 
EARLI is a scientific community with a broad mission to promote an active research culture in the 
field of learning and instruction. EARLI has developed through sustained initiative, shared values and 
commitment to promote the ongoing development and use of reliable knowledge on all aspects of 
teaching and learning, ranging from motivation to learning processes and metacognition, to teaching 
in diverse contexts and teacher education. http://www.earli.org/about_earli/mission_statement 

EARLI is led primarily by an Executive Committee dedicated to supporting the pursuit of excellent 
educational research and sharing the wealth of information and knowledge generated by 
educational research. It offers a wide and rich experience for their members, includingbut not 
limited to three academic journals offering the opportunity for new findings and ideas to be shared 
across various disciplines; an educational publication promoting research dialogue; short papers 
aimed at bridging the gap between researchers to practitioners; electronic communication facilities. 

JOURNALS  
Learning and Instruction is one of the three journals of EARLI, offered for free to all members. The 
journal has six issues a year, each issue having about 100 pages. Members of EARLI are encouraged 
to submit papers for consideration by the Editors (EARLI conference flyer 1997-99). As an 
international, multi-disciplinary, peer-refereed journal, Learning and Instruction provides a platform 
for the publication of the most advanced scientific research in the areas of learning, development, 
instruction and teaching. The journal welcomes original empirical investigations. The papers may 
represent a variety of theoretical perspectives and different methodological approaches. They may 
refer to any age level, from infants to adults and to a diversity of learning and instructional settings, 
from laboratory experiments to field studies. The major criteria in the review and the selection 
process concern the significance of the contribution to the area of learning and instruction. 

Educational Research Review is the second journal of EARLI. It is an international journal addressed 
to researchers and various agencies interested in the review of studies and theoretical papers in 
education at any level. The journal accepts high quality articles and reviews by scholars focused on 
issues of importance to education, such as state-of-the-art papers, meta-analytic research reviews, 
narrative reviews, best-evidence syntheses, research critiques, forum papers and methodological 
and thematic reviews. The journal publishes articles on the broad range of settings in which people 
learn (school settings, corporate training, formal or informal settings). Educational Research Review 
has two issues a year, each issue having about 100 pages (EARLI conference flyer 2005-07). 

The third EARLI journal, Frontline Learning Research, was launched at the EARLI 2013 conference. It 
is an open-access electronic-only journal that publishes articles on issues and trends occurring 
internationally in research on learning and educational sciences. Among others, the journal focuses 
on articles in the following fields of research: Research on learning and instruction in formal and 
informal contexts, multidisciplinary research on learning and learning environments, new theoretical 
and methodological approaches in learning sciences, insights into learning research from disciplines 
other than educational sciences or psychology (e.g., cognitive neuroscience, computer science, 
philosophy, sociology). The journal particularly welcomes short and long, brief, albeit rigorous, 
articles reporting on emerging theoretical, methodological and empirical approaches. 
Innovative/risk-taking research in the learning and educational sciences is encouraged. An outlet is 

http://www.earli.org/about_earli/mission_statement
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issues in the field of educational research. Every research school is organised around a central theme 
that is in line with current developments and challenges within the field of learning and instruction. 

The biennial JURE pre-conferences, which are shorter in duration than the research schools, are 
aimed more towards the improvement of presentation and discussion competencies of junior 
researchers than the research schools. Short workshops are also organised, conducted by senior 
researchers. The pre-conferences provide an occasion to share research concerns with peers and 
with more experienced senior researchers. This event is called the pre-conference, because it 
precedes the biennial EARLI conference, which attracts about 1400 scholars from all parts of Europe. 
The theme of this pre-conference corresponds with the theme of the biennial EARLI conference. 

The organisation of these yearly activities for junior researchers in education is unique; since no 
other international association provides similar facilities for the improvement of research skills and 
initiation into the profession in the field of learning and instruction. In certain European countries, 
there are national training initiatives for young educational researchers, but only EARLI promotes 
international involvement. The approach to organising these events that promote professional 
development and international networking is also original. An important aspect of professional 
development lies in activities that are often extraneous to one's own work. Activities such as 
reviewing papers, acting as chair or discussant at scientific sessions, and organising conferences, are 
important skills for junior researchers to acquire if they do not only want to conduct studies, but also 
truly want to become "a researcher". Hence, EARLI creates a learning opportunity for junior 
researchers by encouraging them to become actively involved in the organisation of the pre-
conferences and the research schools. For each event, a separate organising committee is 
appointed, which consists of junior researchers who volunteer for membership of the committee. 

ADVANCED STUDY COLLOQUIA 

An ASC is a five-day meeting of a small group of EARLI members (12 to 20) who gather for an in-
depth discussion on research design, analysis, results, current developments and future research 
questions in a specific domain of learning and instruction. The participants, from at least three 
different countries, are professors, each accompanied by up to two PhD student(s) or junior 
researchers. The meeting takes place in Europe. 

The European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction (EARLI) co-organises and funds 
the annual Advanced Study Colloquium (ASC). Researchers in the field of learning and instruction are 
invited to submit proposals for the ASC. 

The scientific scope of an ASC is to take stock of an established research domain or to open a new 
domain within the field of learning and instruction. In either case, an ASC is a meeting of senior and 
junior researchers where they explore new ground and focus on both the key issues and the 
methodological aspects. It is expected that an ASC will lead to an output that has substantial impact 
for research on learning and instruction. 

EARLI CENTRES FOR INNOVATIVE RESEARCH (E-CIR) 
This initiative was launched by EARLI in 2013 in order to foster existing and forge new research 
contacts. E-CIRs aim at further stimulating innovative research among EARLI members and preparing 
research proposals for funding. EARLI will grant one E-CIR per year, each for a 4 year period. 
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NEWSLETTER OF THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR RESEARCH ON LEARNING 
AND INSTRUCTION, NUMBER 1, MARCH 1986 
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researchers dancing, that was not an image you have as a student. Another thing I like to mention 
about EARLI except the nice atmosphere is certainly also the nice food at the social events. 

Advice to other researchers interested in making a substantial contribution to research and society  

I would say that if they have the ambition to do so then to stick to this ambition and I think it is 
important from my perspective that you enjoy doing the research that you do . So I would say do 
what you like to do, and also share your ideas and make use for instance EARLI as an organisation, as 
a community to share ideas and present your own ideas, find people to collaborate and enjoy life as a 
researcher. 

Closing words  

I enjoy having the opportunity to be a researcher and to have the possibility to do research and to be 
able to share ideas and to cooperate. 
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Advice to other researchers interested in making a substantial contribution to research and society  

A very important decision was taken in 1995, namely the establishment of JURE, a network of Junior 
educational Researchers, aimed at stimulating the professional development of young scholars. I 
strongly advice junior researchers to join JURE and to network with their colleagues throughout 
Europe. EARLI has created important possibilities to do so by organising a pre-conference for JURE at 
the biennial EARLI Conference and by supporting a JURE Conference in the year between two EARLI 
Conferences. These events offer excellent opportunities for presenting their work even when it is still 
in progress, and for discussing their research not only with other juniors but also with senior 
researcher who act as invited speakers. It is an important task of supervisors of young scholars to 
stimulate them to join and participate in JURE.  

Reference 

De Corte, E. (2014). A globalizing, optimistic-pessimistic educational researcher. In M. de Ibarolla & 
D. Phillips (Eds.), Leaders in educational research. Intellectual self portraits by Felloes of the 
International Academy of education. Rotterdam, The Netherlands: Sense Publishers. 

De Corte, E., Lodewijks, H.G.L.C., Parmentier, R., & Span, P. (Eds.). (1987) Learning and instruction. 
European research in an international context. Volume 1 Leuven/Oxford: Leuven University 
Press/Pergamon Press. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



29 
 

 

 

FILIP DOCHY 

 
Autobiography ......................................................................................................................... 28 

Main research ideas ................................................................................................................. 28 

Personal word of advice ........................................................................................................... 29 

Involvement with EARLI ........................................................................................................... 29 

A personal perspective of EARLI ............................................................................................... 30 

Key trends in the evolution of the domains of research covered within EARLI .......................... 30 

An informal personal incident .................................................................................................. 32 

Advice to other researchers interested in making a substantial contribution to research and 

society ..................................................................................................................................... 33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



http://www.earli.org/










35 
 

 

 

JAN VERMUNT 

 
  Autobiography ................................................................................................................ 35 

Main research ideas ........................................................................................................ 35 

Personal word of advice .................................................................................................. 35 

Involvement with EARLI ................................................................................................... 36 

A personal perspective of EARLI ....................................................................................... 36 

EARLI individual professional influence ............................................................................ 36 

Prospective on the future of research on education and training ..................................... 37 

An informal personal incident .......................................................................................... 37 

Advice to other researchers interested in making a substantial contribution to research and 
society ............................................................................................................................. 38 

Closing words .................................................................................................................. 38 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









39 
 

very good for team building. Those were very nice nightly trips that you would arrive there by twelve 
and you just went on until it was light again. 

Advice to other researchers interested in making a substantial contribution to research and society  

First of all I would advise them to become a member of EARLI. Young researchers should, I think from 
very early onwards, share their research with each other and more senior researchers. Also it is very 
important to go to conferences, like JURE, present papers of your work, present posters, and round 
tables. Share your work, get feedback, and try to improve it, write it down, and then try to publish.   

Closing words  

EARLI has been of a great importance for my professional development and I am lucky and happy to 
contribute to EARLI as well through the executive committee, through sig coordinatorship and now 
editor in chief of the Learning and Instruction. So EARLI has been enormously important for me and I 
would recommend all young researchers to become an active member of EARLI. 
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The biggest impact on the development on my own ideas and research area were brought over 
through various discussions during the SIG conferences and symposiums. I also found EARLI valuable 
because we could listen to the plenary lectures of some recent related fields which otherwise we 
would rather ignorant of. These broad lectures certainly helped me to widen my research perspective 
on teaching and learning in education. 

Prospective on the future of research on education and training  

There is a future in research for education and training but only if the research concentrates on the 
sort of issues that teachers believe to be important and if the information or the ideas are discussed 
by the teachers not just presented as something that is discovered. 

Evolution in the main domains of research over the last thirty years 

What was particularly interesting for Noel was when he served as a president to EARLI and talked to 
a lot of people involved in EARLI, he came to realise that the ways in which continental Europeans 
conducted educational research were generally quite different to the ways done in Britain in terms 
of the content and certainly the researchers. Most probably, Belgium and Holland were following an 
American model and they had developed specialist educational psychology departments. Within 
these departments the work carried out involved research in student learning and university 
teaching. In addition, the methods being used were those of mainstream psychologists which 
affected their readiness to use quantitative approaches. Following experimental design and large 
group survey designs led to various multifactorial analyses. However, at that time Britain was lacking 
within the specialist educational psychology departments; there were psychology departments, 
educational departments, and in continental Europe, there were teacher training departments 
which had a very limited role in joined-research. Most of their educational departments were 
teacher training departments which kept a very strong research role without the inclusion of 
psychology. 

An informal personal incident  

One of the most outstanding memories I have is at the Athens conference of EARLI. I was having 
dinner with Ference Marton and some other colleagues on the roof of a small restaurant with the 
backdrop of the Acropolis lighten up at night, it was quite a sight. For about an hour Ference was 
talking to us about his new variation theory of learning. Ference is Hungarian by birth and by 
personality if you can imagine. When he talks, he throws his arms about quite a lot and gets very 
excited about his discoveries. We spent the time enjoying listening to him, who was very excited 
about his variation theory.  

Another striking incidence, again in Greece, was while I was in a bus with the members of EARLI 
going to the SIG conference in conceptual development, which Stella Vosniadou acted and organised. 
She had arranged for us to have this conference in Delphi, which was a 2 hours trip to get to. I was 
sitting next to Ola Helgen from Stockholm; I knew his name as I had come across it once or twice 
before. We spent the whole bus journey talking about our different views on the nature of learning. 
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Closing words  

I was young when I joined EARLI. I have been following EARLI all those years and I am very proud of 
being a member of EARLI and having served in different EARLI positions. I believe EARLI is the right 
place to be: a place where seniors are being honoured and respected and the young and new ideas 
are being cherished, welcomed and supported.  
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When EARLI  was established, the ideas about the boarders of the domain of EARLI were quite rigid. 
The aim was for EARLI to be research oriented but also micro-level oriented and in the beginning 
several types of topics could not be represented within EARLI. The topic of teacher education was in 
the beginning not very popular within EARLI along with the domains of Professional Learning and 
Work related Learning. EARLI was much more focused on school learning oriented  towards younger 
children and not so much on adult learning. Now that has changed a lot and EARLI has become much 
broader as Professional learning is one of the biggest sigs. Moreover, teacher learning is very 
popular and also work related learning is getting much more attention. There are several 
developments in the domains of EARLI from school level to work related, to teacher learning and 
even  topics that are not very active yet  such as school leader learning, may gradually come up. The 
sigs become more and more important, also there is an immense growth in the number of EARLI 
special interest groups and that is also very important for EARLI and possibly now EARLI is focused 
on much more different kinds of methods while in the beginning it was more the empirical research, 
experimental research but there is a lot of attention given to qualitative research and mixed 
methods research. (Robert-Jan Simons) 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF EARLI TO EUROPEAN SOCIETY 

The first and most obvious contribution of EARLI to European society is to provide a European forum 
for the cultivation of excellence in the study of learning and instruction. Besides its scientific 
contribution EARLI offers powerful means for overcoming barriers (language, cultural, etc.) between 
European countries and between countries all over the world. EARLI has come to be international 
and its impact is felt beyond Europe. In the 1980s people in different European countries, because of 
language barriers or different traditions in research did not communicate between  each other; so 
you had the French, the Germans, the British, the Northern Europeans or the Southern countries 
with very little, if any communication between them. All of us were communicating actually through 
the American journals rather than between us. EARLI was a great step forward for the building of a 
shared European scientific profile in learning and instruction. EARLI is serving the scientific 
community so well because it is open to diversity, to different cultures, to different ways of thinking, 
theoretical approaches or methodologies. This is reflected in its conferences and journals and breeds 
creativity and productivity. EARLI is building bridges and this is one of its main contributions to 
European society. (Anastasia Efklides) 

The EARLI conferences are very important; the main conferences, the Jure conferences as well as the 
SIG meetings have contributed to create space for educational research. Research networks were 
also created involving members of different countries based on exchanges and discussions during 
EARLI meetings. Through these, many teams of EARLI members have produced knowledge that is 
relevant to education (published in major journals). The EARLI book series are also indicators of 
knowledge accumulation relevant to education. (Lucia Mason)  

EARLI does offer a lot through the research which the EARLI members conduct for instance in the 
domain of formal education, of teaching and teacher education but also in the increasingly 
important domains of workplace learning. EARLI offers knowledge and to a greater extent learning 
environments, which have been developed as a part of design-based research. Hence the practical 
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reason this has been proved to be difficult probably due to language and translation issues. (Jan 
Vermunt) 

Päivi Tynjälä believes EARLI functions very nicely and she cannot imagine any other improvements or 
any changes needed as there already have ongoing developments and changes been taking place 
along with new initiatives. For example a couple of years ago, the launch of the monthly newsletter 
was a very good idea in creating a sense of community between the members and also with the 
members getting information from EARLI on regular basis. (Päivi Tynjälä) 

For Sari Lindblom-Ylänne, improving at the moment holds the idea to maintain this high quality and 
high standards, which require to constantly doing a lot of work in order to maintain this good 
balance. On the matter of increasing memberships Sari Lindblom-Ylänne also believes that maybe 
EARLI needs more members but not bigger conferences to not lose the kind of idea that EARLI is a 
small association with a kind of homely atmosphere. Coming to the publications and journals, 
Learning and Instruction is a really high quality journal at the moment, and there is also the 
Educational Research Review Journal. So Sari considers it as a good trend, it is very important to 
have this type of publication for members inside EARLI and also the book series. (Sari Lindblom-
Ylänne) 

Looking on how the organisation could grow, one thing to be taken into consideration for a reform 
would be the  biennial conferences and the possibility to add more Journals to a slightly different 
scope than Learning and Instruction which is a fairly traditional, mainstream journal, according to 
Roger Säljö. EARLI also has launched the Educational Research Review journal and also the Frontline 
Learning Research where articles are published very quickly. However, Roger Säljö suggests the 
creation of additional journals in order to reflect other interests as well, but also to keep them 
within the EARLI framework as it provides structure and continuity to journals. Possible research 
areas might include classroom research, learning outside of formal institutions, learning in the 
workplace. There is certainly a need for analysis of this process but when looking at the sigs there 
are very few articles published in Learning and Instruction, and one should look at the balance 
between this because many of the new sigs have appeared interest concerning the sort of non 
formal types of education for instance in learning in workplace, learning in non school settings. Since 
EARLI started, preschool has expanded dramatically in many countries and early childhood education 
has become a field in many countries where preschool is part of the system, in learning, in language 
development and these are very interesting areas which are not covered by Learning and 
Instruction. (Roger Säljö) 
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