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Editorial 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends and Colleagues 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to this Special Issue of the SIG 13 Newsletter. We have only one topic: the 
SIG 13 Symposium in Salzburg which starts next week. In the following pages, you 
will find some background information regarding our keynote speakers, Edgar 
Morscher and Brigitte Latzko. You will also learn about the founding of the non-profit-
organization “AVaKE – Association for Values and Knowledge Education”, which 
took place at the University of Salzburg on December 4, 2015 and the related “VaKE 
and beyond 2” Pre-Conference which will take place on July 4-6. Finally, the 
newsletter contains the detailed programme of the conference. [We can only guess 
what hard work it took to organise all this.] I included a few pictures of our conference 
venue to give everybody an idea of the surroundings for our scientific exchange. The 
pictures speak for themselves… 
 
We have a rich programme to look forward to: Symposia, Forum Symposia, Keynote 
Adresses, Paper Sessions, Poster Sessions, a Maslovaty Awards Session and, of course, 
the SIG 13 Business Meeting. The Welcome Reception and the Conference Dinner will 
offer additional social highlights. A detailed report (“looking back”) will be published 
in the next regular issue of the SIG 13 Newsletter, so all SIG 13 Members and 
Supporters who cannot attend in person will also gain a deeper insight into the goings-
on. In this way, everyone who is part of the SIG 13 Community can stay connected. 
 
 
I wish everyone a lovely summer and look forward to meeting many of you in 
Salzburg! 
 

 
 
 

Best Regards 
 

EVELINE GUTZWILLER-HELFENFINGER 
Editor 

eveline.gutzwiller@phlu.ch 
 

 
 

Eveline Gutzwiller-
Helfenfinger 
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SIG 13 Symposium 2016 in Salzburg 
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Three Questions to Brigitte Latzko 
 
 
 

You are a keynote speaker at the SIG 13 
Symposium in Salzburg. Can you tell us 

something about your academic background? 
 
 
Actually I am full Professor for Psychology in 
School in the Department of Education at the 
University of Leipzig in Germany. I received my 
Ph.D. in Developmental and Educational 
Psychology in 2001 at the Ruprecht-Karls 
University Heidelberg, Germany and my 
habilitation degree in 2010 at the University of 
Leipzig. Topics of moral development and 
education have been my constant companions 
from the very first beginning of my academic 
career. I started up with attachment theory, 
struggled through moral reasoning sensu Kohlberg 
and Turiel and ended up with the question of the 
role of moral emotions for moral development.  
 
My research interests include the development of 
emotional autonomy, concepts of authority and the 
happy-victmizer phenomenon in adults. This all 
strives for answers to the question of how teachers 
can foster moral development in their classroom 
and, what is more, how teacher themselves can 
develop their professional ethos. Hence, I seek to 
transfer psychological theory into educational 
practice by looking for new pathways to raise 
educators’ awareness of their responsibility for 
moral and democratic education. 
 

 

 
 

Why is moral and democratic education 
important? 

 
On the one hand, education is moral in itself. 
Therefore, generally speaking, moral and 
democratic education is the essence of education 
per se. On the other hand, promoting moral values 
in education to me seems the only way to deal with 
current challenges posed to democratic societies of 
the 21st century. For that very reason, I am 
convinced that fostering sociomoral competencies 
in our students would be of major benefit for 
preserving democratic values in an increasingly 
diverse society. At last, this is what the current 
political situations urgently demands. 
 

What is your vision for moral and democratic 
education in the 21st century? 

 
Let’s see, my vision. What I see for moral and 
democratic education in the 21st century. Right 
now, at least in Germany or German speaking 
countries, the latter is not very popular within the 
scientific community - whatever the reasons might 
be. However, I would really appreciate the pure 
fact that there are scientists like the colleagues 
gathering in Salzburg for SIG 13 willing to serve 
as a constant reminder of the importance of moral 
and democratic education. Especially within the 
field of teacher education and through that, serving 
as a reminder of the importance of moral and 
democratic education within schools. 
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PROFESSIONAL FILE 
 
Who: 
Brigitte Latzko 
 
Email: 
latzko@uni-leipzig.de 
 
Homepage: 
http://www.erzwiss.uni-leipzig.de/ 
psychologie-in-schule-und-unterricht 
 
Title/profession: 
Full professor for psychology in schools and 
classroom 
 
Institution: 
Leipzig University, Faculty of Education, 
Psychology in School an Classroom 
 
Country: 
Germany 
 
Present research interest: 
Moral emotions, teachers' authority, 
assessment in teacher education, 
enhancing diagnostic competencies 
 

 
PERSONAL FILE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hidden talents:  
Gardening 
 
 
Listen to:  
Bach, Händel, Seed 
 
My (not any more) secret bolthole: 
Café Grundmann 
 
Favourite (non-scientific) book: 
Der Tod in Venedig (Thomas Mann) 
 

 
 

Three Questions to Edgar Morscher 
 

 
 

You are a keynote speaker at the SIG 13 
Symposium in Salzburg. Can you tell us 

something about your academic background? 
 
PhD 1969 (Innsbruck), Habilitation 1974, Full 
Professor of Philosophy at the University of 
Salzburg 1979–2009, Dean (and Vice Dean) of 
Humanities 1989–1992, Rector (and Vice Rector) 
of the University of Salzburg 1992–1998, Head of 
the Department of Philosophy and Director of the 
Research Institute of Applied Ethics between 1984 
and 2012. 
 
Why is moral and democratic education 
important? 
 
Because moral and democratic education is, far 
from being a guarantee, nevertheless a necessary 
prerequisite for an increase of justice and  freedom  

 

 
 

in our society and for a better and peaceful life for 
everybody. 

 
What is your vision for moral and democratic 

education in the 21st century? 
 
I do not have a vision, but a critical assessment, a 
proposal and a hope.  
(1) After the promising upswing of moral and 
democratic education during the last two decades 
of the 20th century, I am very sceptic about its 
present development due to a decrease in the 
strength of critical attitude and due to 
inappropriate prioritizations. 
(2) My proposal, consequently, is to use moral 
education primarily for strengthening the critical 
capacities and the powers of judgement for what is 
morally important. 
(3) I hope that in this way we regain the previous 
strengths of our moral education. 
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PROFESSIONAL FILE 
 
Who: 
Edgar Morscher 
 
Email: 
edgar.morscher@sbg.ac.at 
 
Homepage: 
http://www.uni-
salzburg.at/index.php?id=28405 
 
Title/profession: 
em. O.Univ.-Prof. 
 
 

Institution: 
University of Salzburg, Department of 
Philosophy at the Faculty of Cultural & 
Social Sciences 
 
Country: 
Austria 
 
Present research interest: 
Philosophical Logic and Semantics as an 
instrument of scientific reasoning and 
human communication; Metaethics and 
Deontic Logic; Ontology 
 

 
PERSONAL FILE 
 

 
 
 
Hidden talents:  
Modesty – and ingenuity 
 
Listen to:  
Nobody – but poetry and music 
 
My (not any more) secret bolthole: 
Tschengla – and K2 
 
Favourite (non-scientific) book: 
Until June 16, 2004: James Joyce: Ullysses; 
since June 17, 2004: James Joyce: 
Finnegans Wake 
 

 
 

 
                                  University of Salzburg – Unipark Nonntal (by Luigi Caputo) 

               Provided by the Symposium organisers [source: www.uni-salzburg.at/index.php?id=63223&L=0Q11] 
 

 
 

http://www.uni-salzburg.at/index.php?id=63223&L=0Q11
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5th EARLI SIG 13 Conference 
Professionals’ Ethos and Education for 

Responsibility 
 

6-9 July 2016 
 

Unipark Nonntal, Erzabt-Klotz-Straße 1, 5020 Salzburg 
www.sig13-salzburg2016.sbg.ac.at 

 
 
 
 

Conference Programme 
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Do you have any agenda items for the SIG 13 Business Meeting in 
Salzburg? 

 
Please send them to Dorit Alt (doritalt@bezeqint.net) or Hermann Josef Abs 
(h.j.abs@uni-due.de). You may also announce them at the beginning of the 
meeting. 
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VaKE and beyond 2 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AVaKE – Association for Values and Knowledge Education 
http://www.vake.eu/ 

 
 
 
We want to announce the foundation of the non-profit-organization 
“AVaKE – Association for Values and Knowledge Education”, which 
took place at the University of Salzburg, Austria, on December 4th, 2015.  
 
The purpose of the association is 

• International understanding: contributions to national and 
international projects, e.g., education of asylum seekers in Austria 
initiated by the Federal ministry of foreign affairs 

• Development of VaKE approach: research and projects, e.g. VaKE – 
educational tact, application in primary schools, moral action 
(MaKE), others 
 

Its area of activities and membership is international and worldwide. We 
invite all SIG13 members to become a member of our AVaKE-network and 
to share our interest in initiating and developing projects using the VaKE 
approach. 
 
VaKE (Values and Knowledge Education) is a constructivist teaching 
approach that consists in using a dilemma in the Kohlberg tradition to 
trigger inquiry-based learning of content. Research done during more than 
15 years has shown broad evidence for its applicability in teacher training, 
civic and democratic education, school education, health care, sustainability 
education, intercultural education, etc. 
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From July, 4 – 6, 2016 we are organizing the symposium “VaKE and 
beyond 2” in Salzburg, Austria, responding to the growing interest in 
exchanging experiences, in creating concepts of new VaKE-projects, and in 
strengthening the network between researchers and professional 
practitioners.  
 
If you want to learn more about the symposium, please see 
http://blog.vake.sbg.ac.at/vake-and-beyond2/.  
 
For more information on benefits and fee of membership, please contact 
sieglinde.weyringer@sbg.ac.at.  
 
The Executive Committee  
Chair: Mag. Dr. Sieglinde Weyringer, University of Salzburg, Austria 
Delegated Chair: Univ.-Prof. Dr. Jean-Luc Patry, University of Salzburg, 
Austria 
Secretary: Prof. Mag. Dr. Alfred Weinberger, Private University College of 
Education of the Diocese of Linz, Austria 
Delegated Secretary: Mag. Lydia Linortner, University of Salzburg, Austria 
Treasurer: Mag. Karin Frewein, Higher Economic School HAK/HAS 1, 
Salzburg, Austria 
Delegated Treasurer: Martina Nussbaumer, MA, Paracelsus Medical 
University 
 
 

 
Guidelines for Authors 
 
 
SIG 13 Members are warmly encouraged to submit texts and other contributions to the SIG 
13 Newsletter. This newsletter is intended to be a service for the members – an opportunity to 
learn and to gain from other people’s experiences. By submitting contributions to the 
newsletter, each author is assumed to fully accept the guidelines below. However, these 
guidelines are not set in stone: readers are cordially invited to suggest improvements. Please 
send any suggested changes for the better to the editor (eveline.gutzwiller@phlu.ch). 
 
Formats 
 
SIG 13 Newsletter welcomes contributions in varying formats, for example: 
 

• Reports can consist of short summaries from meetings or other events of interest to the 
SIG 13 community. 

• The Notice Board consists of short announcements where notices will be published 
under categories (and subheadings) such as Forthcoming meetings (including 
conferences, workshops, summer schools etc), Publications, etc. 

• Articles that enable the authors to develop and explore a line of argument of interest to 
the readership. 

 

http://blog.vake.sbg.ac.at/vake-and-beyond2/
mailto:sieglinde.weyringer@sbg.ac.at
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Language and Manuscript 
 
Many of us have first languages other than English. Even so, in the newsletter we will stick to 
English as our good old lingua franca. 
 

• Contributions should be submitted electronically to the editor 
(eveline.gutzwiller@phlu.ch). Send your contributions as an attachment to an e-mail. 
Please use Word-files for text (doc suffix). Photos, tables, illustrations or other figures 
can be submitted as jpg, eps, or Photoshop files. 

• The author’s identity and e-mail address must be provided on the top of the first 
manuscript page. Below that, please add the following sentence: “This manuscript does 
not interfere with any third party’s copyright.” 

• Manuscripts for the Notice Board should be short, and each announcement should not 
exceed 150 words. 

• Manuscripts for reports should not exceed 500 words, and should not include an 
abstract or bibliography. 

• Manuscripts for articles should not exceed 2500 words, including references and 
abstract. Abstracts should not exceed 100 words. Footnotes should be avoided. Please 
use APA style (sixth edition) for references. 

 
Copyright and Legal Matters 
 
SIG 13 Newsletter supports the authors’ legal rights to their own works. This means that the 
copyright will stay with the author and it will not be transferred to the SIG 13 Newsletter. 
Consequently, the author has full legal responsibility with regard to texts, figures, photos, or 
other contributions that are published in the newsletter. 
 

• The individual authors retain the copyright to their work. 
• The newsletter editor will not publish anonymous contributions. 
• Make sure that your contribution does not contain any copyrighted material that 

belongs to someone else (third party). 
• Please contact the editor if you are at all uncertain about the copyright of your 

contribution to the SIG 13 Newsletter. 
 
 

EVELINE GUTZWILLER-HELFENFINGER 
Editor 

 
 
 

 
 


